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regard coyness as but the manifestation of pudor under
the special circumstances of the approach and pursuit
of the ardent male. In fact, it would, perhaps, be more
correct to describe coyness as essentially bashful ness
displayed by the female under these circumstances. For
bashfulness, as we have seen (Chapter V.), seems to be
essentially the expression of a conflict between the opposed
instincts of self-display and self-abasement. And, in the
coy behaviour of the female pursued by the male, her
movements of retreat and avoidance, which are attributable
to the latter instinct, are commonly varied at moments by
movements of self-display ; the dominance of one or other
tendency being determined from moment to moment by
the increase or diminution of the male's aggressiveness.

That the impulses of self-display and self-abasernent
should habitually complicate the operation of the sex
impulse is an inevitable consequence of the nature of
the three instincts from which they respectively spring.
For the sex impulse necessarily intensifies self-conscious-
ness, at the same time that it impels the individual to seek
the presence of his or her fellows and to become attentive
to their regards ; that is to say, it brings members of the
two sexes into just such relations to one another as are
best fitted to lead to the excitement of the instincts of
self-display and self-abasement. And, in order to account
for the greater prominence of pudor and of coyness in the
female than in the male, we have only to assume that the
impulse of the instinct of self-abasement is in general
stronger in woman than in man, an assumption which is
borne out by many other peculiarities of feminine behaviour
and feeling. In both the pudor and the coyness of the
adult woman, the direct operation of this impulse is
commonly complicated by other more intellectualised
tendencies, notably by the desire to avoid transgressing
the conventions of her society and the shrinking from
the possibility of inducing disgust in the male. For we
must recognise that disgust is primarily and specially
excited by the secreta and excrenienta of the body. And
Nature, with an utter disregard for the dignity and high
potentiality of the sexual functions, has placed our organs